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Is it always possible to understand the deeper 

structure of another cultural context? 

Does understanding alone allow you to deal with 

irritations when in contact with members of this 

culture?  

What are the problems that can result from an 

approach that focuses on understanding culture?  
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ñCulture is an abstraction, yet the forces that are 

created in social and organizational situations 
deriving from culture are powerful. If we doń t 

understand the operation of these forces, we 

become victim to them. Cultural forces are powerful 

because they operate outside our awareness.ò  

(Schein 2010: 7)                                                              
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ñAs a consequence the modern subject, in terms of 

a theory of the individual, is considered an individual 

separated from society or considered as monad or 

atom, an enclosed entity, isolated from the 

surrounding world.ò 

(Künkler: 311) 
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Donald W. Winnicott 
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There is ñan intermediate area of experiencing, to 

which inner reality and external life both contributeò 
(Winnicott: 2).  

This area ñthroughout life is retained in the intense 

experiencing that belongs to the arts and to religion 

and to imaginative living, and to creative scientific 

workò (ibid: 14). 

It is the ñplace where cultural experience is locatedò 
(ibid: 100). 



 

  
                                                                

                                                                                                                

 IACCM 2015 

A relational approach 

© Dr. Sabine Aydt 


